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The deposition of JEFFREY T. BULEY, 

Zalled for examination by counsel for the Federal 

3lection Commission in the above-entitled matter, 

?ursuant to Notice, in the offices of the Federal 

3lection Commission, 999 E Street, N.W., 

dashington, D.C., convened at 9 : 3 5  a.m., before 

?aula J. Eastes, a notary public in and for the 

listrict of Columbia, when were present on behalf 
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I P E Q C E E D I N G S  

MR. BUCKLEY: On the record. 

Would you swear the witness in, please? 

Whereupon, 

JEFFREY T. BULEY 

was called for examination by counsel for the 

Federal Election Commission and, having been first 

duly sworn by the notary public, was examined and 

testified as follows: 

EXAMINATION BY COUNSEL FOR THE 

FEDERAL ELECTION COMMISSION 

BY MR. BUCKLEY: 

Q. Mr. Buley, my name is Tony Buckley. I am 

an attorney with the Federal Election Commission, 

Office of the General Counsel. With me today is 

Anne Weissenborn, a Senior Attorney, and Mary Ann 

Bumgarner, an Assistant General Counsel. 

This deposition is being conducted 

pursuant to Title 2 of the United States Code, 

Section 437d(a) (41, which allows the Commission to 

compel testimony in investigations. 

I am going to remind you that this matter 
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is confidential. There are s vera1 

5 

spondents and 

no respondent has waived the confidentiality. 

Before we proceed further, would you 

state your name and address for the record, please? 

A. Jeffrey T. Buley. B-U-L-E-Y. 

My business address is 315 States Street, 

Albany, New York 12210. 

Q. Mr. Buley, have you ever had your 

deposition taken before? 

A. No. I haven't. 

Q. What is going to happen today is I am 

going to ask you questions. 

A. I have taken depositions. 

Q. You have taken them? 

A. I have taken them. I haven't been taken. 

Q. You know the Court Reporter can only 

record verbal answers. She can't record a nod of 

the head. I am going to ask you to make all your 

answers to me verbal. 

If you don't hear or understand somethirig 

I ask you, please let me know c.nd I will rephrase 

it or repeat it. 
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If you realize during the course of our 

deposition an answer you have previously given is 

incomplete, let me know and I will give you an 

opportunity to correct it or complete it. 

If you need to take a break, let me know 

and I will do my best to accommodate you in that 

regard. 

Other than your counsel, have you 

discussed your deposition today with anybody? 

A. No. 

Q. Have you reviewed any documents in 

preparation for your deposition? 

A. Yes. 

Q. W!iat documents have you reviewed? 

A. My affidavit and the responses that were 

submitted to the Commission. 

Q. Responses by whom? 

A. What I reviewed was my respon,se, my 

affidavit, and the response of the Committee 

itself. 

Q. Have you brought any documents with you 

today? 
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A. No. I haven't. 

Q .  For the record, would you identiYy. 

2unsel who are with you here today? 

A. Benjamin Ginsberg. 

Q .  And? 

MR. GINSBERG: Don McGahn. 

BY MR. BUCKLEY: 

Q .  Mr. Buley, would you state your birth 

ate for the record please? 

A. February 24th, 1960. 

Q .  And your Social Security number? 

A. 

Q .  Would you please state your education 

eginning with college and any post college 

ducat ion? 

A .  I h a v e  a Bachelor of Arts from Buchnell 

Jniversity. Graduated in 1982. And I have a Juris 

Ioctorate from Union University Albany Law School, 

jraduating in 19a7. 

Q. After graduating from law school, what 

! i d  you do? 

A. I was an associate attorney at a law 

MILLER RE??K'I'ING <>. , I N C .  
5 0 7  : ST'KEET. S.E. 
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firm, Maynard, O’Connor & Smith, in Albany, New 

York. I was there for two years. 

Q. What was your area of practice? 

A. Defense litigation. Primarily medical 

malpractice defense litigation. 

Q. After leaving that law firm, what did you 

go into? 

A .  I became the counsel to the New York 

State Senate Health Committee from 1989 until 

January of 1994. 

0. In 1991 you started to work for the New 

York Republican Party; is that correct? 

A .  Yes. That is correct. In 

January/February of ‘91. 

Well, I served. I served as a pro bono 

counsel for quite a few years. 

Q. And you were pro bono counsel until 

September of ‘ 9 4 ?  

A .  Maybe September or October of ‘ 9 4 .  

Q. In October of ‘ 9 4  until present, you have 

been paid for your services? 

A. Yes. 
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Q. Is that your full-time position? 

A. No. It isn't. Right now I am also the 

Special Counsel to the Majority Leader of the New 

York State Senate responsible for health and human 

services. 

Q. What I am going to do now is introduce as 

an exhibit the initial afEidavit you filed in this 

matter. 

MR. BUCKLEY: I will ask the Court 

Reporter to mark this as Exhibit 1. 

(Buley Exhibit No. 1 

was marked €or identification.) 

BY MR. BUCKLEY: 

Q. Mr. Buley, do you recognize that 

document? 

A. Yes. I do. 

Q .  Is that the initial affidavit you filed 

with the Commission? 

A. Right. That was m y  original affidavit. 

Q .  Was that one of t h e  documents you 

reviewed in preparation for the deposition today? 

A. Yes, 
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Q. I will ask you to look at page 3 of that 

locument, number 7. This is where you talk about 

implementing - -  

MR. GINSBERG: I’m sorry. Do you have a 

zopy for us, please? 

MR. BUCKLEY: Sure. 

BY MR. BUCKLEY: 

Q. It talks about implementing your poll. 

2rogram. 

A. Yes. 

Q ”  It states that you looked to the Mew York 

State Election Code. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Do you recall what section of the law? 

A. Article 8. I don’t remember the precise 

section, but it is Article 8. 

Q. Would it be Article 8, Section 5 0 0 ?  

A. It could very well be. That sounds 

Eamiliar. 

Q. In training your poll watchers, how did 

{ou train them? 

A. They were trained through seminars. 
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Q. Mho were these seminars conducted by? 

A. Myself. 

Q. How many poll watchers did you train? 

A. Thousands. Over the course of 1993 and 

L 9 9 4  we trained thousands of poll watchers. 

Q. Now, this training, did this take place 

inly in New York City or was this statewide? 

A. At that time it was only in New York 

:ity. 

Q. How many poll watchers did you place at 

:ach polling place? 

A. It would differ, but minimally one, 

lepending on the specific poll area, determining 

uhat we felt our need was. The law permits up to 

chree, but we at least had one everywhere. 

Q. When you placed the p o l l  watchers, did 

f o u  deliver written certificates of employment? 

A. Yes. 

The Election Law, New York Electior, Law, 

3rovides for what they call poll watcher 

zertificates, which for a general election can be 

signed by a Party Chairman. So, in this case it 
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would have to be signed by either the State 

Chairman or one of the five Party Chairmen that 

constitute the counties of New York City, the 

County Chairmen. 

Q. But all those certificates are filed for 

all the poll watchers? 

A .  They were prepared. There is no 

requirement under the law that they he filed 

anywhere. They are prepared and given to the poll 

watcher, who then presents them to the poll 

inspector at the polling site. 

The poll inspector is an employee, a one 

day, if you will, employee of the county, or the 

New York City Board of Elections. 

So, the poll watcher comes to the poll, 

says I am here to represent the Republican Party, 

here is my certificate. They present it to the 

inspector. They have the authority to determine 

whether or not this is a legitimate certificate or 

not. Usually they are okay. 

Q. But the watcher retains their 

MILLER REPORTING CO., INC. 
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A. That is correct. 

Q. Does the inspector make any notation of 

Mho was serving as a po l l .  watcher for whom? 

A. I’m not aware of any legal requirement to 

30 that. 

Q .  Are you aware of any practice to do that? 

A .  No. I’m not. 

Q. Moving down to your next number, page 3, 

number 8, it states: “The Party directed that no 

~olunteer receive any more than $99 in expense 

noney. I’ 

A. Yes. 

Q. What is the significance of that amount? 

A. Well, that was from the Federal Code. 

Q. This would be Section 431(h) (1) regarding 

?etty cash? 

THE WITNESS: Is that it? 

MR. GINSBERG: I am sure they can show 

you the Code. But, yes, that is the petty cash. 

BY MR. BUCKLEY: 

Q. In that statement the Party directed no 

volunteer. 
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By volunteer do you mean just poll 

watchers? 

A. Volunteer meant the poll watchers were 

not to receive more than $99. 

Q. You mentioned volunteer attoraeys. The 

volunteer in this statement is for the solitude of 

poll watchers? 

A .  Well, we had poll watchers. We had 

people stationed at polls. We had attorneys who 

sometimes were at the polls, who were sometimes in 

cars, that would act as support. 

If problems arose at polling sites, poll 

watchers were connected to a mission control, if 

you will, through a 1-800 number. That is where I 

was located. I would try to talk the poll watcher 

through a problem and, if necessary, assist them, 

if I cocld, from, if you will, this mission 

control. 

If there was a machine breakdown, I would 

notify the City Board. If there was a real 

problem, as in something potentially fraudulent, I 

would call in assistance and other attorneys would 
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Zome to help them. 

So, there are attorneys volunteering. 

Q .  What I am trying to do is determine - -  I 

x m  not trying to give you a hard time - -  the t erm 

~olunteer in terms of people that received - -  

A. Volunteers meant the people in the field 

2n election day. 

Q. Did anyone receive $ 9 9 ?  

Is that just the ceiling? 

A. That was the instructed ceiling. 

Q. Was there an average amount that people 

received? 

A. I can't tell you if there was an average 

smount. The intent was to reimburse them for 

actual expenses incurred to the extent possible. 

Q. Turn to page 4, actually page 4 and 5 ,  

number 13. You identify the Party's bank as Key 

Bank. 

A. Yes. 

Q. When did the Party switch to Key Bank? 

A. Switch to Key Bank or from Key Bank? 

Q. Switch to Key Bank. 

MILLER REPORTING C O . ,  I N C .  
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A. The Party was using Key Bank. When we 

came in in 1551 they were using Key Bank. 

Q. Are you aware of the Party ever filing a 

designation with the FEC for Key Bank as a 

certified campaign depositor? 

A. I'm not aware of the filing because, once 

again, when we came in the money was in Key Bank. 

Q. Later in that same paragraph it states 

that you concluded chat the best system for 

disbursing the funds to the volunteers was to have 

checks cut by the Party to a number of individuals, 

including myself. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Why did you conclude that that was tne 

best way? 

k. I concluded that was the best way because 

that was the means by which we could get the money 

to the volunteers to reimburse their expenses on 

the day of the election, as opposed to after the 

fact. We have found that proposing after the fact 

payments greatly deters the willingness of 

volunteers to work. 

MILLER REPORTING CO., INC. 
507 C STREET, N.E. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002 
(202) 546-6666 



1 

2 

3 

4 

, 6 

. ~ .~ 7 

8 

t.: ... . .. 
! : 
. .  

1 11 

12 

1 3  

14 

1 5  

16 

17 

18 

19 

2 0  

21 

2 2  

17 

Q. I think you stated before you wanted to 

reimburse them for actual costs. 

Did you require some sort of 

jocumentation of actual costs or did you have a 

schedule of costs thar; you would reimburse? 

A .  I don't know how it was actually 

nandled. I have no personal knowledge of the 

3ctual distribution of the monies. S o ,  I can't 

3nswer that. 

Q .  Again on page 5, number 14, you identify 

Eive people to whom the Party wrote the checks. 

There is yourself, David Dudley, Mary Obwald, Grey 

Serio and Luther Mook. 

A. Yes. 

Q. How did you decide upon these individuals 

to receive checks? 

A. They happened to be at the State 

Committee Headquarters on that day. 

Q. How did you decide on the amount that 

each person received? 

A. The increments were done in consultation 

with the bank. 
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Q -  What was the reason for using those 

.ncrement s? 

A. I had no reason for those increments. 

Q .  What was the bank's reason for those 

.ncrements? 

A. I didn't get into what their reasons 

iere. They j u s t  recommended that I use a series of 

.ndividuals. 

Q. Had you asked the bank prior t o  getting 

Ir. Dudley and Ms. Obwald and Mr. Serio and 

4r. Mook and yourself, had you asked the bank if 

rou can withdraw a lump sum? 

A. Right. I told them I need to withdraw 

some $50,000 in cash, how do they recommend I go 

ibout doing it? 

Q. What exactly did they recommend? 

A. They recommended increments. I do not 

recollect if they recommended these exact 

increments, but they did recommend increments. 

Q. Who did you talk to at the bank about 

:his? 

A. I don't recollect. 
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Q. Do you have any written notation of the 

conversations with the bank? 

A. No. I don't. 

Q. When did these conversations occur? 

A. They would have occurred close to the 

date that the checks were cashed. 

Q. Within a day? Within two days? 

A. Within two days. 

Q .  Now, election day was Tuesday and che 

checks were cashed on Monday. 

A. Well, it could have been more than two 

days then. It could have been like Friday or even 

Thursday. I do not know exactly. 

Q. Do you know the title of the person that 

you talked to? 

A. No. I don't. 

Q. Other than David Dudley's role in cashing 

the check, did he have any other role in the 

election day program? 

A. Well, he was an attorney. He was at the 

mission control, for the lack of a better term 

again, with me. 
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Q .  What about Mary Obwald? 

A .  Mary Obwald did not have a role in the 

2lection day program. 

Q. How about Greg Serio? 

A .  Greg Serio had a role in the election day 

?ragram in Albany, New York. We had poll watchers 

a l s o  in Albany, New York. I did not conduct 

:raining seminars in Albany, New York. 

Albany, New York is also in the area of 

:he historic voter alleged fraud. We were a l s o  in 

:he streets in Albany. He was, if you will, the 

nission control in Albany. 

Q. What I would like you to do now is 

jescribe the process of having the checks issued 

snd having them cashed. 

When were the checks written out, abcut 

dhat time of the day? 

A .  I cannot tell you exactly when in the day 

they were written. I just don't know. I don't 

know if we did them at that time or if we did them 

shead of time. I really don't know. 

Q. How soon after they were writtell did you 
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;ash them? 

A. Once again, 1 can't give you an exact 

snswer. 

Q. As best as you can recall. 

A. It would not have been all that long. 

rhe checks were not lying around. 

Q. Was anyone else present when you had 

~ h e s e  checks issued? 

A. I believe that they were signed by the 

lssistant Treasurer. S o ,  he was present. 

Q .  B u t  other than that, it was the Assistant 

rreasurer and? 

A. And myself. 

Q .  And yourself? 

A. Yes. 

Q .  Now, did you and Ms. Obwald and Mr 

3.nd Mr. Dudley proceed to the bank together? 

A. Yes. We did. 

Serio 

Q .  What was the process used f o r  cashing the 

zhecks at the bank? Did you stand in the teller 

line or did you meet with bank personnel elsewhere? 

A. They took us o f f  to the side and cashed 
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the checks. We did not stand at a teller line. 

Q .  About what time of the day was that? 

A. It was right when the bank first opened, 

early, 9 o'clock or so. That is my memory. 

Q. Could it have been closer to noon? 

A. It was in the morning. My memory is it 

was in the morning. Once again, I could be wrong. 

MR. BUCKLEY: I would ask the Court 

Reporter to mark Exhibit 2. 

(Buley Exhibit No. 2 

was marked €or identification.) 

BY M R .  BUCKLEY: 

Q -  I am showing you copies of the checks 

issued. What I would like you to do is look at the 

front of the checks. 

A. I see here 12:01, 1 2 : 0 4 .  

Yes. I guess it was around noon. 

Q. Is that your recollection? 

A. Yes. 

My recollection was also that the 

processing took a little while. So, we might have 

pres3nted ourselves in the morning and by the tine 
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2verything got done it was noon. 

Q. So, that check may not accurately reflect 

ihen you were at the ban.k? 

A. Yes. This would have been when the 

ictual processing occurred. 

Q. You were together when the fsour o f  y o u  

zashed the checks? 

A. That is correct. 

Q. Now, did Ms. Obwald, Mr. Serio and 

?I-. Dudley then gave their cash immediately to you? 

A .  Yes. They did. 

Q. This was while you were still at the 

sank? 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did the bank require you to sign any 

2ther documents other than the checks in order to 

:ash them? 

A. I don't remember. I don't remember. 

Q. Is it possible that they did? 

A. I don't remember. 

Q .  What denominations of bills was received? 

A. I know that it was standard practice to 
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ask for 10s and 20s and I believe that they 

accommodated us to the extent possible. There 

might have been some 50s. 

Q .  What did you carry the money out of the 

bank in? 

A. It eventually went into my legal 

briefcase. It was either in a folder or a paper 

bag inside of my legal briefcase. 

Q. Can you describe the measurements of the 

briefcase? 

A. It is like a legal accounting bag. 

Q. About a foot-and-a-half tall by - -  

A. A foot-and-a-half tall by maybe two, 

two-and-a-half feet long. A standard legal bag. 

And the money did not take up it all. It was yeah 

big or so. 

Q. Yeah big? 

A. I understand. 

The money did not take up the entire bag, 

but it took up a portion of the bag. 

Q. About how much of the bag? 

A. 1 really can’t remember exactly. I would 
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)e speculating. 

Q. To the best of your knowledge. 

MR. GINSBERG: Y o u  don't need to 

speculate. 

BY MR. BUCKLEY: 

Q. How soon after receiving the cash did you 

iroceed to New York City? 

A. Immediately. 

Q. And how did you get there? 

A .  By car. 

Q. Was i t  your personal car? 

A. No. It was David Dudley's car. 

Q. Did David Dudley go with you? 

A. Yes. He drove. 

Q. Was anybody else with you on the trip? 

A. I don't believe so. 

Q. How long did it take you to get to New 

York City? 

A. Around two hours and fifteen minutes. 

The usual standard time f o r  Mr. Dudley. 

Q. What did you do once you got to New York 

City? 
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A .  I rendezvoused with Chairman Bill Powers. 

@ .  Where did you rendezvous with him? 

A. 1 do not remember precisely, but it had 

to be one of two places. Okay? I really can't 

zommit. This is 1994 we are talking about. 

Q .  Yes. 

A. It was either at the State Republican 

Headquarters in New York City, which was on 

Lexington Avenue - -  I don't remember the exact 

address at that time because we keep moving it, but 

at that time it was to Lexington Avenue between 

40th and 41st Street - -  or it would have been at 

the New York Sheraton Hotel. 

Q. Where is the New York Sheraton Hotel 

1 ocat ed? 

A. It is on 7th and 51st. 

e .  Is that far from the State Party 

Headquarters? 

A. It is across town. The Sheraton is sort 

of on the west side. 

Q .  Any particular reason for the Sheraton? 

A. That is the hotel for the State G O P .  
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When I go down I stay there. We actually ran the 

election day operations that year out of the 

Sheridan. 

Q. About what time was it that. you 

rendezvoused with Mr. Powers? 

A .  I would say approximately 3 o'clock. 

Q. Was anyone else present: 

A .  No. 

Q. After you gave him the money, what did 

you do then? 

A. I had a million other things to do and I 

went about doing them, setting up the command 

control, mission control structure. 

I had a lot of other problems at that 

time. I had a former State Chairman trying to 

freeze all of my bank accounts. So, I had 

miscellaneous General Counsel duties going on at 

that time. 

Q. So, you gave the money to M r .  Powers 

about 3 o'clock and then left his presence? 

A. Yes. That is my recollection. Yes. 

Q. Do you know what Mr. Powers did with the 
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money after you left? 

A. No. I do not have direct 

what he did. 

Q. Do you have indirect know 

did? 

knowledge of 

edge of what he 

A. The intent was for the money to reimburse 

poll watchers. 

cr .  Who did Mr. Powers turn the money over 

to? 

A. I have no direct knowledge of that. 

Q. Do you have any indirect knowledge? 

Let me state that in your affidavit you 

state on page 6, number 17: “Pursuant to my 

directions, all the money was disbursed to 

approximately 1 0 , 0 0 0  volunteers.” 

What were your directions? 

A. Well, I told him that this is the money 

f o r  the poll watchers to reimburse them for their 

expenses for working on election day and that no 

one volunteer in the field on election day was to 

receive more than $99. 

Q. Did you expect that M r .  Powers was 
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personally going to reimburse all 10,000 poll 

watchers? 

A. I don't think that is practical. No. I 

did not. 

Q. What did you expect them to do with the 

money? 

A. Once again, I have no direct knowledge. 

I would expect him to use intermediaries of the 

Party to make sure the money got to the volunteers 

in the field. 

Q .  Who are these intermediaries that you 

expected him to use? 

A .  That I don't know. That I can't comment 

on. 

Q. You had not discussed which 

intermediaries to use with him? 

A. No. I had not. 

Q. Had you discussed with anyone which 

intermediaries Mr. Powers should use? 

A. I had not discussed that. 

Q. Do you have any knowledge at all of what 

intermediaries Mr. Powers was going to use? 
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A. I had no personal knowledge of who he was 

loing to use. 

Q. By personal knowledge, what do you mean? 

A .  I mean I was not involved in the actual 

listribution of the money to the volunteers in the 

'ield. 

Q -  But ciid you have any knowledge of who 

:hose intermediaries were going to be? 

A. They were going to be agents of the 

'arty. 

Q. Who? Who specifically? 

A. Well, I can't comment on specific 

~ndividuals, but there are five county committees. 

Q. Why can't you comment on specific 

Lndiv idual s ? 

A. Because I don't know them. I can't 

:omment on specific individuals. But by law the 

:ounty committees are agents or, if you will, are 

3ffiliated with and are agents of the State Party, 

:he county committees. 

Q .  How many intermediaries did you expect 

ylr. Powers to distribute the money to? 
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A. How many intermediaries? 

Q. Yes. 

A. I had no expectations in that regard. 

Q. There is also a check for $5,000 that was 

issued to Luther Mook. 

A. Yes. 

Q .  Why was the $5,000 for Mr. Mook handled 

iifferently than the $50,000? 

A. I was not involved personally in the 

:ransaction with Mr. Mook. 

(Discussion off the record between the 

Mitness and Mr. Ginsberg.) 

THE WITNESS: I don't know. I would note 

:hat it is dated earlier than the other checks. 

BY MR. BUCKLEY: 

Q. Who was involved in the transaction with 

vlr. Mook, to the best of your knowledge? 

A. Mr. Powers signed the check. 

Q. There is also a $5,000 check issued to 

:he Kings County Republican Committee. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Part of that was also for Costs of poll 
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watchers? 

A .  Yes. It was. Yes. 

I made an error in my original affidavit, 

which I then submitted an amended affidavit. I 

think the confusion was that the person makes the 

7s look a little like a 9 and the accountant made 

the transcription. 

The race for New York State Attorney 

General was fairly close and there were more paper 

ballots, affidavits and absentee ballots in New 

York City alone than there was a margin of 

victory. So, as a part of what we do, we galvanize 

the lawyers and count paper ballots at the various 

Boards of Election in the city. Brooklyn had the 

most paper on that election. I was at Brooklyn. 

Q. Brooklyn being Kings County? 

A. Y e s .  I'm sorry. Kings County. 

I have a personal recollection of 

Chairman Bramwell buying lunch for the lawyers that 

day. 

Q. And as you understand, that lunch came 

out of the $5,000 check? 
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A. ~t might well have come out of the 

5 , 0 0 0 .  

Q. Mr. Buley, look on page 6 and 7, number 

19 of your affidavit. Starting at the bottom and 

3oing over to the top of page 7 you state - -  

A. The bottom of page 7 ?  

Q. No. The bottom of page 6 going over to 

7 .  

"Since no objections other than the 

purpose used on the FEC report have been raised, I 

implemented virtually the same election day program 

as in 1994. The lone exceptions were that the 

program was smaller and that the Party was now 

using Trustco Bank. 'I 

A. Yes. 

Q. Did you or anyone associated with the 

Party inform the FEC about the particulars of this 

program? 

A. The contact between myself and the FEC 

regarding this involved the report. In 1994 we 

filed our report and I admittedly erroneously 

instructed the accountants to put election day 
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expenses and then recognized after the fact that 

that was directly prohibited by regulation. 

The Reports Analys s Division sent a 

letter. I had a conversation with somebody at the 

FEC. I don't know if it w a s  the Reports Analysis 

Division or if it was the Information Office. 

I went through a brief overview of what 

we did regarding reimbursing expenses to poll 

workers. In talking with that person and using the 

regulatory cite - -  once again, I: don't know what 

chapter and verse of the code, but there is the one 

section that gives specific examples of 

descriptions - -  in describing the program, we came 

up with what should be used as the new description 

and we came up with GOTV - Travel Expense 

Reimbursement and Catering Costs using my 

explanation of the program and what was in the 

regulation. 

Q. Did you discuss with this person the fact 

that you reported the recipients of the initial 

checks ? 

A. Yes. Because that is actually what was 
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it direct issue. Like the checks to mi self. Yes. 

rhis was ' 9 4 .  To Serio and Dudley. Those were 

lirectly at issue. 

Q. Who is the person you talked to? 

A. I really didn't know. 

Q .  You didn't write down a name? 

A. I have no recollection of what the name 

tias. 

Q. Did you make any notes of this 

zonversation? 

A .  No. None that I have. No. 

Q. You are not sure whether this person was 

In the Reports Analysis Di.vision o r  in the 

Information Division? 

A. I'm not sure. 

Q. Now, in that statement I cited previously 

you state that the Party was now using Trustco 

3ank. 

A .  Yes. 

Q. When did the Party switch to Trustco? 

A. I believe in 1995. 

Q .  Did the Party designate Trustco as a 
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iepository with the FEC? 

A. I believe they did. 

I mean, I instructed the Treasurer to do 

:hat. I remember preparing a form. But then the 

rreasurer would have done the actual filing. 

MR. BUCKLEY: Could we take a ten minute 

Jreak? 

(Recess. ) 

MR. BUCKLEY: Let's go back on the 

record. 

BY MR. BUCKLEY: 

Q. Mr. Buley, look at page 7 of Exhibit 1, 

number 20. 

You identify J. Brendan Quinn, Mary 

>bwald, William Powers, JasDn Powers, Kenneth 

3ippe1, Lisa Hebst Ruggles and Darryl Fox as 

?ersons to whom checks were issued. 

A. Yes. 

Q. How did you decide upon these persons? 

This is in regard to the 1996 pol.1 

uatching. 

A. Yes. 
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Q .  How did you decide upon these individuals 

to receive checks? 

A. Do we have a copy of the checks? 

Q. Yes. We do. 

MR. BUCKLEY: I will ask the Reporter to 

mark this as Exhibit 3. 

(Buley Exhibit No. 3 

was marked for identification.) 

THE WITNESS: Once again, these were 

people - -  some of them are common names - -  these 

were people that were at the State Committee on the 

day when the transaction was to be conducted. 

Again, I can't remember exactly. The 

possible exception is Darryl Fox. I see his check 

is dated earlier. Mr. Fox usually worked out of 

the New York City office. 

BY MR. BUCKLEY: 

Q. How did you decide upon the amounts each 

person received? 

A. Once again, I don't remember if there was 

any magic to the actual number. But once again, 

the bank again recommended increments of checks. 
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Q .  I note that in 1996 there was about half 

2 f  the money that was used in 1994, but twice the 

?eople, about twice the amount of people received 

zhecks. 

Is there any reason for that difference? 

A. Once again, I did what the bank 

recommended. 

Q .  Do you recall who you talked to at the 

2ank about this? 

A. I don’t remember the exact person. 

someone at that time at Trustco Bank. 

Q .  Do you recall the person’s title? 

A. No. 

Q. I note that in 1996 you were the person 

Mho signed the checks. 

A. Yes. 

Q .  Why is it that you were the person who 

signed the checks in 1996? 

A. Well, when we moved to Trustco Bank, I 

?repared forms to change the depository and add me 

4s a signatory. 

Based upon your previous questions now, I 
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?repared forms. So, I did that under the belief 

chat I was a signatory on the federal account. 

Q. Also in 1996 the procedure changed in 

chat, according to your affidavit, the individuals 

10 whom the checks were made out endorsed the 

Zhecks and they returned the checks to you; is thac 

zorrect? 

A .  I‘m not sure I understand the question. 

Q. Let’s look at it. 

Page 7, number 22. 

A .  Yes. Right. In 1 9 9 6 ,  I alone went to 

:he Sank. 

Q. Why was this change in procedure? 

A. That is the way the bank said to do it. 

The bank said t.hat all the individuals didn’t have 

to come, just have them endorse them and turn the 

zhecks over to me. 

Q. How close to actually going through this 

procedure had you talked to the bank about it? 

A. Once again, assuming November 1 was a 

Yonday. 

Q. Yes. 
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A. Once again, probably similar to the 1994 

;cenario. Probably like the Thursday or the Friday 

Ief orehand. 

Q. About what time of the day were the 

zhecks cashed? 

A .  I don’t see anything on here that would 

i e l p  me. 

Q. I believe you don‘t find anything on that 

sxhibit. 

Do you have any recollection? 

A. I don’t have a direct recollection. It 

Mould have been standard practice for me to go in 

:he morning. 

G .  Do you recall what denominations of bills 

Mere received? 

A. Once again, it would have been standard 

?ractice for me to request the lower denominations 

to the extent possible, 10s and 20s. We 

begrudgingly took 5 0 s  if we had to. People have a 

tendency not to break a 50 for you. 

Q. How soon after receiving the cash did you 

proceed down to New York City? 
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A. You know, I am going to have to say 

1996. Although it is a more recent date, my 

recollections are not as clear. Maybe because it 

really wasn't a very competitive election for us I 

just don't remember as well. 

But, once again, it would have been 

standard practice, this being the day fer the 

election, for me to high-tail it immediately to New 

York City. 

Q .  Did anyone go with you? 

A. I don't remember. I don't remember. 

Q. Did you drive again this time, go by car? 

A. I am pretty sure I did. 

Q. Did you take your o w n  car? 

A. That is what I am trying to remember. I 

really don't remember. I might have, bu,t I can't 

be sure. 

Q. How long did i t  take you to get to New 

York City? 

A .  If I drove, it probably took about 

2 hours and 45 minutes. 
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A. I have a Honda Accord. Mr. Dudley has a 

BMW. At the time I had a Honda Accord. 

Q. Would you have been comfortable carrying 

$22,000 in cash to New York City by yourself? 

A. Yes. I played rugby. 

Q. Do you recall what time you arrived in 

New York City? 

A .  You know, once again, for whatever 

reason, for '96 my direct recollections are not as 

vivid, but I assume it would have been early to mid 

afternoon. 

Q .  Where did you go once you arrived? 

A. Once again, the answer would be the 

same. In 1996 I either would have gone to the 

State GOP Headquarters, which at that time was 

again on Lexington Avenue between 40 and 41st 

Street, but it was moved across the street to what 

is now, it remains there, 355 Lexington Avenue, or 

I would have gone to the Sheraton Hotel. 

Once again, election day mission control 

was run out of the Sheraton Hotel. 

Q. Was anyone else present when you turned 

MILLER REPORTING CO., INC. 
507 C STREET, N.E. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002 
(202) 546-6666 



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

1 3  

14 

15 

1 6  

1 7  

1 8  

19 

2 0  

21 

2 2  

43 

:he money over to Mr. Powers? 

A. No. 

Q. Who was Mr. Powers supposed to give the 

noney to? 

A. Well, once again, the intent of the money 

vas to reimburse poll watchers in the field on 

nlection day f o r  their expenses. It was my 

2xpectation that he would use Party intermediaries 

;o make sure that that money got to those 

folunteers in the field. 

Q .  Do you have any knowledge of the 

identities of these intermediaries? 

A .  I have no direct knowledge of them. 

Q. Do you have an indirect knowledge? 

A .  Once again, it would be my expectation 

that he would use the Party apparatus to whatever 

axtent possible. 

Q .  Did you have any discussion with him 

about who specifically he might turn the money over 

to? 

A. No. I didn't. 

Q .  Did you have discussions with anyone 
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other than Mr. Powe 

turn the money over 

A. No. No. 

s about who Mr. Pow 

to? 

I didn't. 

44  

rs might 

Q. Now, the Williams Powers to whom a $3,000 

check was issued - -  

A. Willi.am D. Powers. Yes. 

Q .  Is that the same Williams Powers who you 

turned the money over to later that day? 

A. Yes. 

Q. I am trying to understand this 

procedure. 

A. He didn't want to go 'to the bank. So, he 

gave me his check. I went to the bank, cashed the 

checks, and he went down to New York City. When I 

left for the bank, he left for New York City. 

Q. You left for New York City immediately 

after cashing the checks? 

A. That is correct. 

But the process of cashing these checks, 

first of all, this new bank was up in Schenectady, 

which is a half hour north of Albany. So, it took 

awhile to process the checks. 
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Q .  Now, did the bank require you to siqn any 

locumentation when you received the cash? 

A. I don't remember signing anything. 

Q .  Is it possible that you signed some 

2cknowledgment of receipt of $22,000 in cash? 

A. It is possible, but I don't have any 

recollection. 

Q. I need to go back and clear up a couple 

2 f  things. 

We talked earlier about who you 

:o:nsidered to be volunteers. 

A. Yes. 

Q. We identified lawyers in the field. 

A. Yes. 

Q. We identified poll watchers. 

A. Yes. 

Q. Any other people who you considered to be 

volunteers? 

A. No. That was pretty much the structure. 

I mean, you know, like I said, sometimes 

poll watchers were attorneys and sometimes we held 

attorneys back and allocated them to polling p l a c e s  
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, if you will, in crisis. 

YOU state on page 3 ,  number 7 of y o u r  

affidavit: "New York City has approximately 5,500 

election districts." 

A. Yes. 

Q. What is your source for that number? 

A. I believe I got that from probably in our 

data bank or I got it from the New York City Board 

of Elections. 

Q. is an election district the same as a 

polling place? 

A. No. But it is close. 

A polling place could contain many 

election districts, but an election district would 

be one or two distinct machines. Okay? 

In New York City obviously you can have il 

l o t .  of condensed election districts. For example, 

in one apartment complex you could have six or 

seven election districts. They literally divide 

them by building and sometimes by floor. You could 

live on the 8th floor and be in one ED and be on 

the 5th floor and be i n  another. 
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So, a polling lac specially i 

47 

New 

York City, can quite often contain more than one 

election district. The voter will show up and then 

say, I live blah, blah, blah, and then they will be 

directed to the proper election district within 

that polling place. 

Upstate usually there is one polling 

place and everyone there is from the same ED. 

Q. How does the poll watcher program relate 

to what you just described to me? 

A. Well, poll watcher certificates are ED 

specific and it is different voting. While they 

are in one place, the machines are dispersed l ~ - ' i ' s  

say in the gymnasium of a school or the auditorium 

of an apartment complex. So, you need watchers at 

each machine. 

So, at one polling place, depending on 

how many - -  we could have 15, 20 poll watchers at 

thst one polling place watching each machine - -  t h e  

poll watchers are assigned by ED to the specific 

machines of that ED. 

Okay? Does that make sense? 
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Q. I believe it does. It will probably make 

sense after 1 go over your transcript five o r  six 

Iirnes. 

MR. GINSBERG: Off the record for a 

second. 

MR. BUCKLEY: Off the record. 

(Discussion off the record.) 

MR. BUCKLEY: Back on the record. 

BY MR. BUCKLEY: 

Q. Returning to the $5,000 check that was 

issued to Luther Mook. 

A. In 1994? 

Q. In 1994. 

Did you ever have any discussions with 

Yr. Powers about issuing the check to Mr. Mook? 

A. I don’t recollect any direct 

conversations regarding that particular check. 

Q. What do you mean by direct conversations? 

A. I’m sorry. I just don’t have any direct 

recollections of an actual conversation regarding 

the check to Mr. Mook. 

Q. Did Mr. Mook and Mr. Powers have any sort 
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of special relationship? 

A. I think, as we have detailed in our file 

or our disclosures, Mr. Mook was the Republican in 

charge of organizing the Asian American community 

in New York City. 

As I said, a lot of what we were trying 

to do was outreach into areas that Republicans had 

virtually abandoned since Mayor Lindsey, which we 

felt was really at the core of what all our 

problems were. We had basically left New York City 

with,out a Republican presence for two decades and, 

consequently, vote manipulations were occurring. 

That was the basis of all our actions. 

That was Mr. Mook's job to organize the Asian 

American portions. 

Q .  Now, '94 was your first poll watch 

program affecting federal elections. 

A. That is correct. 

Q .  And 1993 you had a poll watcher program 

which affected - -  

A .  T h e  mayoral. election. There were not 

federal elections in '93. 
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Q. Did you also have a program to reimburse 

?oil watchers in 1 9 9 3 ?  

A. Yes. We did. 

Q. What was your method for getting cash? 

A. The same. It was virtually - -  I can't 

zay it was identical. It was virtually the same 

3nd conceptually similar to this program, except 

:hat it was reported o u t  of our state account, 

ion-federal account. 

Q. How much money was spent in your 1993 

?rogram? 

A. I do not have the exact figure. 

Q .  Can you give me an approximation? 

A. No. I can't. 

I mean, I would have to l o o k  at my 

records. I can tell you that I think it was more 

than in 1996 or 1994. 

Q .  So, it would have been more than $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 ?  

A. We had more volunteers in 1993. I don't 

know though. 

Q. What was your method f o r  obtaining the 
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A .  The same. 

Q. How many people did you issue checks to? 

A. Once again, it was in increments, but the 

exact number, I would have to go back and look. I 

don't have those records with me. I haven't looked 

at them in awhile. 

Q. Did you bring the cash to New York City? 

A. Yes. I did. 

Q .  And did you deliver the cash to 

Mr. Powers? 

A. Yes. I did. 

Q. Then did Mr. Powers see to - -  

A. Yes. 

Like I said, virtually the same, 

conceptually similar to '94. I mean, the primary 

difference was the source o f  the funds. 

Q. So, in 1993 did you consult with your 

bank about the best way to handle this? 

A. In what year now? 

Q. 1993. 

A. Yes. Yes. I would have. 

Q. In 1993 did you receive the instructions 

MILLER REPORTING CO., INC. 
507 C STREET, N.E. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002 
(202) 546-6666 



1 

I 

2 

3 

52 

that it was best to do it in increments? 

A .  Yes. I did. 

Q. Did anyone explain to you why it was 

easier to cash four checks as opposed to one 

check? 

A. It was their desire to do it that way. 

So, I am assuming they had their reasons. I have 

never really had any experience in banking law. 

Q. Did you ever ask anybody to look into why 

the bank did it in this fashion? 

A. No. I didn't really think it was my 

business. 

Q. I need to ask you about the reporting on 

the 1996 report. Page 7 of your affidavit, number 

21. 

A. Yes. Okay. 

Q. You said: "The purpose was mistakenly 

described as "election day expensestf as a result of 

a bookkeeper at the Party inadvertently copying the 

purpose from the original 1994 report." 

A. Yes. 

Do you want me to describe how that 
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happened? 

Q .  Yes. Please. 

A. You know, once again, I did the program 

the same way. I told the accountants this i s  how 

we should describe it. At that time I couldn't 

remember that GOTV. I couldn't remember exactly 

what it was. I said look at the '94 reports and 

s e e  what the description says. Unfortunately, the 

accountants went to the original, didn't notice 

there was an amended report, copied the wrong one. 

Then I, my own fault, didn't proof it adequately 

and I didn't catch it and it went out with the same 

erroneous description. Then almost immediately 

upon finding it out we filed an amendment. 

Q. Can you identify the person who actually 

filled out the reports? 

A. You mean the accountant? 

It is sort of a team. We have outside 

accountants do our books. Mar-y Obwald from our 

office coordinates things with them. Then 

obviously they are reviewed by myself and the 

Treasurer. 

MILLER REPORTING CO., INC. 
507 C STREET, N.E. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002 
(202) 546-6666 

~ ~~ ~~ ~~ 



.. . .~ 

. .  . .  
~. ... . .  
.~ . .~ 

:.. . 
. .  . . ~  . .  . .  . .~ . .. 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

1 5  

16 

17 

i a  

19 

2 0  

2 1  

2 2  

5 4  

Q .  Who are your accountants? 

A. Urbach, Kahn & Werlin. They are on State 

Street in Albany, New York. 

MR. BUCKLEY: Let's take another short 

3reak. 

THE WITNESS: Okay. 

(Recess. ) 

M R .  BUCKLEY: Back on the record. 

BY MR. BUCKLEY: 

Q .  Mr. Buley, get,ting back to your 

kransactions with the banks. 

A. Okay. 

0. In your dealings with Key Bank, did you 

have one person there who was your contact person 

for financial transactions? 

A. Not that I remember. 

Q. How about with Trustco Bank? 

A. With Trustco, not that I remember. 

Usually transactions with the bank were not handled 

by me. I mean, I think it was rare. This one 

particular project I dealt with the bank. 

Q .  Who was the person who handled the 
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cransactions with the bank? 

A. I am trying to think. We have had people 

in and out on pregnancy leave and what not. In ‘ 9 4  

it would have been, I believe, Mary Obwald. 

Q. How about ‘ 9 6 ?  

A. Mary Obwald has been in and aut on 

?regnancy leave. I am just not sure who it would 

lave been in ‘ 9 6 .  

Q .  Do you speak directly to the bank about 

now to handle these checks or does someone 

intercede with you? 

A. On these particular checks? 

Q. On those particular checks. 

A. I dealt directly with the bank. 

Q .  You dealt with the bank? 

A. Yes. I did, 

MR. BUCKLEY: That pretty much does it 

€or my questions. I am going to 2 q . k  you to provide 

is some information if you could. 

Any information you can give us about the 

‘93 poll watcher program would be beneficial. 

MR. GINSBERG: Are we on the record or 
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off the record? 

MR. BUCKLEY: We are on the record. 

MR. GINSBERG: Okay. 

MR. BUCKLEY: That is really it. 

At this point I am going to have the 

Reporter mark as an exhibit a Confidentiality 

Advisement. 

You are aware that there are other 

respondents to this matter. At least as we 

interpret the confidentiality provision, nobody 

56 

is 

allowed to speak on divulging information gained 

during the course of an ongoing investicjation. 

(Buley Exhibit No. 4 

was marked for identification.) 

BUCKLEY: Mr. Ginsberg, I will ask 

me if you have any quest.ions for the 

MR. 

you at this t 

witness? 

MR. 

MR. 

GINSBERG: NO. 

BUCKLEY: Mr. Buley, you are entitled 

to a witness fee. That will be processed and 

forwarded to your attorney. 

Also there is a form that needs to be 
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Filled out for your travel costs. I will forrvard 

:hat to your attorney and he can have you fill it 

>ut and give us proper receipts. Y o u  will receive 

zests after that. 

I will ask my co-counsels if they have 

3ny questions 

MS. 

MS. 

MR. 

?oint is we w 

d i l l  continue 

for you. 

WEISSENBORN: NO. 

BUMGARNER: NO. 

BUCKLEY: What we will do at th 

11 not conclude the deposition. 

it. That allows us to call you 

S 

We 

2ack. I don’t anticipate that being necessary, but 

if it is, I will discuss an appropriate time with 

Yr. G nsberg. 

Thank you for coming in today. 

THE WITNESS: Thank you €or your 

sourtesy. 

MR. B U C K L E Y :  With that, we are off the 

record. 

(Whereupon, at 11:40 a.m., the taking 

= f  the deposi.tion was concluded.) 

(Signature not waived.) 
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CERTIFICATE OF DEPONENT 

1 have read the foregoing pges which contain 

the  correct transcript of the answers made by me to the 

questions therein recorded. 

* * *  

Subscribed and sworn before me this 

day of J 19 

Notary Public in and for 

My commission expires 



I, Paula J. Eastes, the officer before whom the foregoing deposition was taken, do 

hereby testify that the witness whose testimony appears in the foregoing deposition 

,was duly sworn by me; that the testimony of said witness was taken by me 

stenographically and thereafter reduced to typewriting under my direction; that said 

deposition is a true record of the testimony given by said witness; that I am neither 

counsel for, related to, nor employed by any of the parties to the action in which this 

deposition was taken; and further, that I am not a relative or employee of any 

attorney or counsel employed by the parties hereto nor financially or othenvise 

interested in the outcome of the action. 

+-LA-.@ n 1 I 
J .  

Paula J. Eastes 

Notary Public in and for 

the District of Columbia 
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In the Matter of 1 
1 MUR 4648 
1 

Lewis 0. Stone, as tnasmer. kffrry 1. Buley. 1 
New York Rcpublicm Fedepal Comx&e.e and 

Pmy’s slccaion day program to %?~ue M !mest vote comt. To accomplish this, I consulted 

both fedrwl and state law. 

3. b v i q  m eff&arz el&m L y  program txcame B priority for the Party and s- 

P o w  BS a result of what we obsavod happen in M e w  York City in 1992. In thal election, OUT 



4. that election, we suspected improper activity when Democrats went to court on 

election &y in an m p t  to keep the New York City polls open two hours pist their scheduled 

closing h e .  Our attorneys successMiy o p p ~ s d  this motion in court. To acxxntuate that here 

were basic problems, Senator B'Armt~ had a 60,006 vote lead on e l d o n  night. But the 

following morning. Party attorneys found out that approximately 150,000 unopened, uncounted 

paper ballots had been "discovered" throughout New York City. The Party became incensed at 

what we believed was a blatant attempt to steal the election, and Republican attorneys 

volunteered to serve phroughout the City in wnprescdented numbers at the counting ofthe 

unopened paper ballots at the l o 4  boards ofeldon. azlis wis SQ Li7mt that we believed we 

had probably been victimized by similar tactics in the past but &tidn'l have poll watchers end 

volunteers to know what WlLE gpous. 

5.  ahe presence of GoP vo~untem at the c.ounting p v e d  to h &soiutely necessary. 

For example, at the Manha!tan P ) d  of Elections. wbm marry of the unopened ballots turned 

up. the Democratic Deputy Elemon Commissioner, William Perkins. m o u n d  in the counting 

mom thar rtgistxation checks for h e  peasons casting nhe ballots would be bypawid to expedite 

the process Our attorneys objected menuously. and P m h  backed down. The registration 

checks led to the invaliaation of 70 pacent of tfie m o p e d  paper Mlsts. We became more 

convinced thin ever that if we had mt ken present (which had k e n  the case m the past), &e 

1992 election would have been stolen 

6 As the 1993 Mayoral election approached. we h e w  that a strong volunteer e!ectjon 

day prograrn wgs essential. We also reallzed h m  the 1992 experience that Republicans had 

abandoned pans of New Yo& City s m  the election of Job  Lindsey in the 1960s To prepare 
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for the 1993 elections, we moved on several bats.  includhg co~vhcbg &e New York City 

Election Commission to institute the legally required mail chxk of all registeed voters €or the 

first time in more than a d d .  Tbk turned up mom thm 180,QOO pspsons registered at 

addresses at which they no longer apparently lived. Additional investigation prompted media 

articles about 1,400 names king registered at OM post office box, the regisration of deceased 

persons, and the processing of 19,OOO illegal registration forms. A New York State Senate 

Elections Commitlee investigation tunad up even mox past abuses. Exhibit 3. , 
? 

7. In implementing OUT program, we lmked IO the New Yo& State Election Code whish 

permits a party to have three poll watchers at 1u1 election dishict polling station. New York City 

has approximately 5,500 election dimicts, so we knew that am m p d e n t e d  program was 

needed. The Party recruited and mined over 10.OOO poll inspectors and poll watchers, as well as 

approximately 408 anomeys to assist d m  problems msc. This meant that we hd Republiw 

in all the City's polling places for the fm time in memory. 

i 

8. In determining how to get this mgny vohnteers. we decided that h e  key was Being 

able to makc it as easy as possible for a pemn PQ &e election ~ a y  oahm w o ~ .  TO do ahis. 

we utilized h e  section of Slate h w  that mts peylanmts tQ poll watchm and other vdmteers 

for election day activities. We r c i m b d  the Bm's volunteers in varying amo-uiits to eover 

such expenses as mnspore~tion. food. day care. and communications expenses. The Party 

directed that no voluntm receive more h 999 bn expense money, and I kiicve that none did. 

9. The 1993 election day program w a ~  d m a d  a mmendsus success, with Rqni tRl im 

appearing on election day in was of h e  City when ?bey had not been se%aa in decades, including 

communities eaditiodiy "forgotccn' by Republicans such BS those in African-herican. 
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Bspanic, Asian and other minority corarmUnitia. The VQIUIIWIS also assisted in the 

pst-election day operapions when IOO,OOO wcounted and mopeend paper ballots were again 

found on the day after the election, theateohg Rudy G u i l i d s  44.00 vote lead in the Mayofs 

race. Approximately 5 5 . m  ofthose ballots were invdi&t.d in the chdleqge process and 

G u i l i ~  won an additiod 9.m votes horn the remakbg 45,008 bdots. 

IO. Party officials believed that the election &y p g a m  in New York City played an 

integral role in the victories of 1992 and 1993, md the 1993 program W%JI its 10.000 voluntms 

for the mayoral C k C t i 0 5  became the template for the program iQstiti;*d by the Party in 19% 

1996. 

1 1 .  The gubernatos-id campaign was the focus of the 1W4 eiledons in New Yo&, 

although the election day prograrn WBS designed to help dl candidates om the gallot including 

f c d d  candidates. I d i d  that in orda to camply with the Federal Election Campaign Act, 

the Party would pay for the program om of the allocation account. The appropriate 

disbursement; for the program were on the Pm%y's post.sleclion report filed with the 

Commission. 

12. In 1994. the Pany recruited and Prained more than 8,000 poll watchers. Tiis number 

\MS slightly lower than in 1993. probably becaw thm was no I& e l d o n  and bctalnse of a 

falling out betwetn Mayor Guiliani and the Party over the Mayofs endorsenlent ofMario Cuorno 

OVCT George Pa&. 

13. In implementing the p r o w  and re~ruiting voltmtm for the pro-, I worked to 

make the pn>cess BS easy BS possible for the volunteers. This included reinnbursing &hem for their 

WSIS oftramportation, meal expenses. comrm~cations, and day care when necessary as 
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permitted by New York law. After research@ federal and state law and consulting with the 

Party's bank (Key Bank in Albany. N.Y.), I concluded that while there was no clm-cut answer. 

the best. system for dispersing the fiunas to the volu~~teers was to have checks cut by the Party to a 

0urntPer of individuals, h c 1 W  myself. 

14. To do this, the Party wrote checks totahg $55,000 in the following amounts: me, 

515,000; David Dudley, $15,000; Mary O b e d ,  $18,000; and Greg Serio, $10,000, and Luthes 

Mook. $5,000. All were pany activkts and volunteers in the elec~on day p r o m .  and myself 

and Mary Obwald wim also mployed by the PW. 

5. These disbursements to the six of us were reported to the Commission on the Party's 

postelection report according to my d m & g  of the Fed& Electioii Campaign Act and 

the Commission's regulations. yhe purgose w89 described as "election &y expenses", and 

corrected to "GOTV -Travel Expense Rehnb-en: and Catering Costs" after receiving a i e m  

h m  the Rcports Analysis Division. All h e  ewditures w m  for volunteers. none of whom 

had a candidate specific role or message and did not dvocatr the election or defeat of my 

specific candidate. 

- 

16. The 9 5 . m  d i s b m e n r  to the Kings County Republican Committee was not a pm 

of the Parry's e l d o n  day program. Thc Kings Count). Republican Cominee is a county pany 

committee m e d  under New York law; its reports are on file with hhe New York Board of 

Elections in Albany. The Kings County organization as a separate political committee and not a 

part of the Party under New Yo& law. Fhc Party d e  the $5.000 disbursement io the Kings 

County Republican C ~ m m i w  on the day nftey the 1994 election in anticipation of&e i n d  

expcnxs in the Borough of Brooklyn g i m  the @e n m k  of unopened. uncounted paper 
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ballots there and the possibility of a mount in a vepy close race for state Attorney Gene&. The  

KCRC needed the funds to pay for its participation in the p~t-e l&st i~n counting and challenging. 

with Brooklyn being pnhaps the most &&cult section of New Yo& City for Republicans. 

17. As I devised the program, each ofthe individuals cashed the check d e  out to him 

or her at the Key Bank and gave the money to me, with the exception of Luther Mook. I 

proceeded to New York City with the S5O.OOO in cash for disbursement to the poll wctchers and 

other volunteers. To the best of my knowledge and belief, and pursuant to my directions. all the 

money was disbursed to the approximately 10.000 volunteers. NQ volunteer received more chsn 

S99  from the Parry for Bis or her participation in the election day program. W e  did phis in &e 

belief we were complying 4th the Act's rules regding the disbursement of p e ~  cash. 
. .  . .. 
... 
i: 18. In 1996. bocaw of the mxs on the ballot, the election dray program WBS smaller 

in 1994. 1 was again given tlme job of planning and executing the elation day program by 

Chairman Powers. The focus was on aiding all Rcpublim candidapts on the ballot by helping to 

achieve an honest vote and count. The Pany paid for the program ~ p n t  of its allocation account 

and reported the disburxrnents 10 the Commission. The Party again contacted its list of more 

than 8.000 poll watches to d t  volunlm for 1996. ahis effort a ~ s  not as slaccessll ,tis 19993 

and 1994. but we d l  had enough v ~ ~ u n l c t n  to have a presence at every polling location in New 

Yo& City. 

19. We again believed that the key to tha program WBS making the process as eay as 

possible for the volunteers. f i s  again included reimbursing them for their costs of 
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raised, I implemented M l y  the same election day progsaw as h 19W. The lone exceptions 

were that the program was srnallm and that the Party was now using Tnutm Bank in 

Schenectady. N.Y. 

20. To covep the 19% election day expenses for the p l l  watchers a d  othm volunteers, 

the Party wrote checks tow $22,500 in the fOiiOWing m O U t s :  HlC. $3,000; J. 

Quinn, $3,000; Mary Obwald, 52.500; William D. Powers, $3,m Jason Powers, $3,000; 

Kenneth Dippel, $3,000; Lisa H& R U g g k ~ ,  S2,508, and Darryl Fox, $2,500. dl were either 

employes or campaign volunteers of &e Party fQf purposes ofelection day activities. 

2 I .  The disbursements oftkgse t'imk to the eight hdividds were reported PO h e  

Cormunission on the P w s  poswlection qor t  yhe purpose was mi&dy described as 

"election day e-" as a Rsult of a bkkeeper art &e Party inadvert~~tly copying the 

purpose from the original 19941 m p r t  and not tbe mended purpose smt to the Reports analysis 

Division in 1995. This vas mended as S O O ~  as ahe m r  was brought io &e 

Party's amtion. All the dis 

specific role or message and did not edvocate the election or defeat of any specific candidate. 

22. Under the 1996 program. each ofthe individwds endorsed the checks and turned 

ts war  fop voluntwrs, none of whom had a candidate 

them over to me. I then mhed than Ill a)# Tnrstco Bank. and proceeded to New York City witfa 

the sa,580 jdl& for d i S b m a t  t0 h PQfl  W a U h a  Snd 0th V O h t g e ~ ~ .  I directed h t  dl 

the money be d i s b d  to tbc 

more than S99  from the Party for his or hcr pmcipatson in the election day program. 1 believe 

that these dipections wert foU0wYi 

ximacly 8.ooO volunteers and that no volunteer receive 

mma 
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Since this information is being sought a5 part of an investigation being conducted-by ihe 
Federal Election Commission, the confidentiality provisions o f2  U.S.C. 
Q 437g(a)(12)(A) apply. This section prohibits making public any investigation 
conducted by the Federal Election Commission without the express written consent of the 
person under investigation. You are advised that no such consent has been given in this 

. .  .... ,.;* f :: 
!.+ Case. 
7. : .  

3: 

.. .... 

(Print Full dame) I 
kc9 

(Date Bi ) 

- 
(Sociai Security Number) (Telephone Number) 

31.5- E& L a- , A-\ \nCl  fill \224 0 
(Address including Street,)City, State, anb Zib Code) 


